
 

 

Knights of Columbus 
St. Jude Council 1043 

112 E. Lexington Avenue 
Elkhart, In 46514 

Roster of Officers 

Grand Knight:  Steve Riikonen 

Deputy Grand Knight:  Zach Jellison 

Chancellor:  Joe Tinervia 

Financial Secretary:  Scott Chris 

Treasurer:  Larry Scalise 

Advocate:  Tom Pawlak 

Recorder:  Shane Blotkamp 

Lecturer:  Benny Wiercioch 

Warden:  Aaron Schade 

Inside Guard:  Steve Gonsoski 

Outside Guard:  Arturo Herrera 

Trustee:  Sherm Hansen 

Trustee:  Mick Towner 

Trustee:  T.J. Repaich 

District Deputy:  Dave Kozlowski 

 

 

 

Meetings 

Second 

Tuesday 

 of Each 

Month  

7:00 p.m. 

August 2007 

August Meeting 

 Members at the meeting on 

August 14 were as follows: Steve Riik-

onen, Al Arko, Dave Kozlowski, Joe 

Tinervia, Jeff Schmuhl, Mike Froelich, 

Chris Johnson,  Shane Blotkamp, Dick 

Buenger, Tom Jaskolka, Herman Kruis, , 

Brent Kulp, Rob Hoffer, T. J. Repaich, 

Mick Towner, Scott Chris, Zach Jellison, 

Rick Frye, Matt Frye, Jim Gallagher, 

Phil Kile, Vern Miller, Justin Buenger, 

Aaron Schade, Harry Palmer, Jesus Za-

gal, Matt Yeakey, Joe Eppers, Tom Gor-

ski, Lee Evers, Richard Dyer, Tom Paw-

lak, and Benny Wiercioch. 

Calendar of Coming Events 

August 28—First Degree at K of C 

September 5—Spaghetti Dinner at  

                         K of C Hall 5-7 p.m. 

September 7—Rosary at St. Vincent’s at 

7:30 p.m. 

September 8—Breakfast at K of C Hall 

September 11—K of C Meeting; 7 p.m. 

September 21—Fish Fry, 5-7 p.m. 

September 27—Blue Mass at St. Thomas 

at 7 p.m.(Jeff Largent, celebrant) 

October 3—Spaghetti Dinner 

October 5—Rosary 

Rosary 

    On Friday,  September 7, we will be 

reciting our 293rd  consecutive Holy Ro-

sary  at 7:30 p.m. at St. Vincent’s Church.  

Out of over 300 members, it is a shame 

that only 5 or 6 members attend.  You 

could bring your whole family for that 1-

hour occasion.  Please try to attend. 

Benny 

Golf Tournament Results 

     The golf tournament held on July 15th 

exceeded our expectations.  The weather 

was ideal for golfing and the response 

from the council and supporters of this 

event was gratifying.  A special thanks 

goes out to our monetary and gift donors 

and those members that gave their time 

and talents to make this event successful.  

We especially want to thank Shane Blot-

kamp with his huge grill and his helpers, 

Rich Chakan and Chris Johnson.  Thanks 

as well to Gwen Spretnjak, our starter and 

order-keeper on the course and at the club, 

and Greg Spretnjak, our official scorer and 

handicap coordinator.  Thanks also to our 

Old Guard helpers and donation solicitors, 

Don Quinn, Tony Szucs, Al Arko, the 

Eppers family, Steve Spretnjak, and Tom 

Hutkins for setting up the room. 

Results were as follows: 

     Member Low Net:  Matt Casey 

           (73  Club Champion) 

     Member Low Gross:  Matt Eppers (85) 

     Junior Div. Low Net:   

              Kaileb O’Connor (86) 

     Guest Low Net:  Dave Kulp (75) 

     Guest Low Gross:  Chuck Girten (85) 

     Longest Putt on #2:  Bob Spencer 

     Closest to Pin on #8:  Derek Nussbaum 

We had 36 golfers who participated this 

year, including two grandfathers/two 

grandsons and seven fathers/8 sons.  

     Next year’s golf outing will be held on 

the 3rd Sunday of July, 2008, at the Raber 

Golf Course. 

Steve Spretnjak 

Name drawn for $65 attendance jackpot 

was Michael Keller.  Since he was not 

present, the jackpot will increase to 

$75 for our September meeting. 

Mark your calendars.  There will be pan-

cake breakfasts on the second Sunday 

of every month.  Money generated 

from the breakfasts will go towards 

the Children’s Christmas party. 

There will be fundraisers during the Notre 

Dame games.  Please see the Grand 

Knight’s letter for details. 

Our district Deputy made Steve Riikonen a 

public challenge of obtaining 59 new 

members by the end of the year.  If the 

council is successful, the Grand 

Knight and his wife will be treated by 

the District Deputy to a nice steak 

dinner.  If unsuccessful, a donation of 

$100 is requested to go towards a local 

charity. 

Brother Knights. 

     It was great to see so many people at our 

meeting.  The participation of the member-

ship is what will make our club stronger 

every day.  We will be starting a breakfast 

fundraiser on the 2nd Sunday of every month 

beginning in September.  The fish fry’s will 

pick up again in September and the spa-

ghetti dinners continue to grow every 

month.  The Columbian Club will be open 

for all Notre Dame football games to enjoy 

the game on the big screen.  There are three 

dinners planned during the games.  Septem-

ber 1 we are having pork sandwiches, on the 

15th we will celebrate St. Patty’s Day in 

September with corned beef and cabbage, 

and on the 6th of October we are having a 

steak cookout.  Tickets for the dinners are 

available at the club and seating is limited.  

The proceeds from these events will go to-

ward the Christmas Party.  We have been 

challenged to increase our membership to 

400 members by December so now is the 

time to ask someone to join and be a part of 

a great organization.  We will have a first 

degree meeting on August 28th .  If you get 

a chance, visit our website and see every-

thing that is taking place at the club.  

www.koc1043.org. 

God Bless 

Steve 

Welcome to our New Members 

     These new members took their first 

degree on July 23, 2007:  Ryan Chris, 

Travis Chris, Zachary DuBois, and Sean  

Asoera.  Please let them know we are glad 

to have them join us. 

Condolences  

     Alphonse Spahn was a 61-year member 

and Leo Holtz was a member for 69 years.  

Leo died on July 21, 2007, and Al died on 

July 23, 2007.  We extend our condolences 

to the families of these long-time members. 

Honorary Members 

     Donald Peterson is a new honorary life 

member and Frederick Birzele is a new 

honorary member. 

News Highlights 

By Joe Tinervia 

There will be a first degree meeting on 

the28th of August at our Council. 

The spaghetti dinner held Wednesday Au-

gust 1st, 2007 was success-

ful.  The council grossed $522 in din-

ner with approximately $100 ex-

penses.  Special Olympics sold $62 in 

raffle tickets and Catholic Heart Work 

Camp made $45 on deserts.  There 

was over $500 raised for charity from 

this one event!  The event was adver-

tised in the newspaper and radio. Over 

90 guests were in attendance.  Were 

you?  Special thanks to Shane Blot-

kamp, TJ Repaich, Matt Casey, Sean 

Asoern, Zach Jellison, Jeff Schmuhl, 

and Joe Tinervia for volunteering their 

time in making the dinner success-

ful. Shane needs more help with future 

spaghetti dinners as the volunteers that 

were there were busy the entire time.   

Please welcome the newest members of 

our council - Sean Asoern, Travis 

Chris, Ryan Chris and Zach Du-

Bois.  They had their first degree at 

our Council on Monday July 

23rd.  Please say hello and welcome to 

the council if you see them around. 

Please use the online Activity Entry Form 

to submit council activities.  Click on 

this link: http://koc1043.org/

activityform.aspx 

Council 1043 Golf Outing July 15 was a 

success. See Steve Spretnjak article 

for details. 

The council hosted a youth group of about 

40 from Saskatchewan, Canada July 

13th. Brother Knights cooked them up 

breakfast at the club. 

Blue Mass Thursday Sept 27 @ 7PM St 

Thomas 

Continued in next column…….. 

http://www.koc1043.org/
http://koc1043.org/activityform.aspx
http://koc1043.org/activityform.aspx
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Birthdays for September  

Bible Quiz 

By Benny 

To whom did Jesus address the following questions? 

1. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the bap-

tism I am baptized with?” 

2. “Dear woman, why do you involve me?  My time has not 

yet come?” 

3. “Why do you call me good?  No one is good except God 

alone.” 

4. “But what about you?  Who do you say I am?” 

5. “I have spoken to you of earthly things and you have not 

believed me.  How then will you believe if I speak of heav-

enly things?” 

Answers below. 

In Our Prayers 

 Brothers who are in need of our prayers are remem-

bered at the meetings. We would like you to also remember 

them in your prayers. They include: Ken Fisher, Bud Koons, 

Dick Hess, Jim Linn, Ed Vahala, Tom Farrell, Bill Arko, Ed 

Wenzel, John Thompson, Nick Russo, Fr. Phil DeVolder, Dick 

Dyer, Tony Szucs, John Kidder, Dave Rupert, Steve Poirier, Ed 

Parr, Phil Stillson, Charles Ornduff, Charlie Brown, Jeff 

Schmuhl, Tim Daugherty, Harold Black, Fr. Bill, Fr. Wilson, 

Carson Bell, Kevin O’Connor, Irvin Kloska, Steve Jellison, 

Benny Wiercioch , Msgr. Lester and Bob Ferroli.  

 

Check the web 

http://www.koc1043.org 

September Member Saints Feast Day  September Member Saints Feast Day 

1 Michael O'Bryant St. Teresa of Lisieux  17 Paul Sheibley St. Hildegard 

5 Terry Chomer St. Bertinus  18 Jim Donnell St. Joseph of Cupertino 

5 James J. Knopick St. Bertin  19 Danny Colson St. Arnulf 

7 Jefferie Hardy St. Tilbert  21 Joseph Letherman St. Michael of Chernigov 

9 George Kieffer St. Peter Claver  22 Fr. Dave Carkenord St. Philip of Heraclea 

10 Thomas J. Patterson St. Ambrose Barlow  23 Robert Ellert St. Geremarus 

11 Lee Evers St. Deiniol  23 Edward Parr St. Adamnan 

12 James K. Knopick St. Sacerdos  23 Matthew Yeakey St. Martha of Persia 

13 Joseph Gross St. John Chrysostom  24 Matthew Casey St. Anathalon 

14 Angle Martinez St. Caerealis  24 James Deboni St. Bercthun 

14 D. Gregory Wilkerson St. Cormac  24 Michael Froelich St. Andochius 

15 Robert Giel St. Ribert  25 Edward Hruby St. Alber of Jerusalem 

15 Ernest Smith St. Maximus  26 Harold C. Black St. Vigilius 

16 Wilbur Peak St. Cornelius  30 Charles Fletcher St. Jerome 

Answers:  1.  James & John   2.  Mary, mother of Jesus    

3.  The rich young ruler    4.  Peter   5.  Nicodemus 


